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propose a course so pusillanimous and so contrary
to Castillian valour.

The captains submitted without another word
to the resolution of a lawyer who carried arms for
the first time in his life. The boldest course was
adopted.

The mountains whence the Opon Kiver flawed
were in sight to the east, and Quesada was inclined
to leave the river, with its terrible forests, and
attempt the ascent. He first sent Captain San
Martin with twelve men in three small canoes up
the Eiver Opon to reconnoitre. On the second
day, in a turn of the river, they suddenly came
upon a canoe with two natives, who jumped out
and swam to the shore. The canoe was captured.
Some finely woven mantles were found in it, and
some white salt very different from that made
from the sea-salt. Next, San Martin came to a
hut containing more salt. This was one of the
depots for the trade in the salt of Zipaquira.1 San
Martin made an excursion inland, saw cultivated
tracts, and had an encounter with the natives,
making one prisoner. He then returned full of
hope that a rich and fertile land would be discovered,
and made his report to the General.

1 See Chap. I, p. 17.